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Rocking Your Garden

Using rock to create unique features, natural interest and lush beauty



(zeroscape) I g

IS

s not thi

/

It










What We’ll Learn

* Rock Materials

* Rock Walls & Retaining
* Mulched Beds

* Dry River Beds

* Unique Features & DIY
* Plants
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I Budget-Stretching Tips

« Use road base under
more expensive
chat/ flagstone chip

« Use less expensive,
generic rock then
top dress with the
more colorful stone
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Filled Spaces with Rock Mulch




|l ocations

 Park strips, stone may
be required in some
cities

* Low-density planting

peds

* Discourage or endure
traffic







Plant Density I g
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No Weed Barrier Fabric




Rock Mulch Microclimate




Reduce Heat on (some)Plant Leaves I g
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I Mulch Depth

* Mulch works by
shading the soil surface

 Larger rock may need
to be deeper, 4"

* Larger rock can use
smaller rock as filler, 3"

« Smaller rock may
require less depth, 2"
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Maintenance
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Rock Walls & Retaining




I Legalities

 Retaining walls more
than 4 feet tall MUST
be engineered

* Licensed contractor
to build if over 4 feet
tall

* Liability
 Limited DIY
* Plan for drainage




I DIY- Terracing

 Terraced walls less
than 4’ can be DIY

« Plan for drainage, it's
not supposed to be
just stacked rocks!

* Your city may have
specifications and
required inspections,
consult building
department




IWaII Basics

. GOOD WALL BAD WALL
 Stable retaining walls

will have coursed stone SR 1 OVER 2*

VERTICAL RUN UNCOURSED
« Watch for aligned ..,% )
vertical gaps— make A
them fix it! 4
* Courses, not

randomness RO\
« Courses create gaps Ty 2
for plants

STONES SET
ON EDGE

COURSED
Graphic: BestLife52.com
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Safety Planting I g
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Paths & Park Strips




Paths Construction I













Hharl g

Path F




IBetween Stone Plants

» Use largest stones you
can afford

 Limit plant locations to
edges only

* Leave at least 12" of
steppable surface area

* Run in-line drip
irrigation between
stones




ICommon Outcome ' :

 Plants overtake the
stones

« What was once

beautiful is messy el s

 And dangerous _—
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Path & Patio Stone Plants I g
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Dry River Beds
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Herlocker, Sandy, Utah
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Unique Features & DIY




Stabilized Slope I g
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/dren’s Play Area I g
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Budget Frlendly Gatherlng Area
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Plants
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Hens & Chicks
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Paradise’
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'Table Mountain’ Ice Plant I g
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oapwort @ Conservation Garden Park I g
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