


What will you learn:



• Sprinklers are not designed to water areas less 
than 8’ wide.

• Average lawn park strips use 7,000-10,000 
gallons per season. 



• Trees that get too big for park strips end up 
breaking and upheaving sidewalks

• This can cause problems like tripping hazards 
and replacing the sidewalks will be difficult. 



• Park strips are usually between a sidewalk and 
the road.

• These adjacent surfaces bake your park strip in 
the hotter months. Lawn does not tolerate 
extreme heats well.



• Salt applied in winter can be damaging to 
plants in your parkstrip. 

• Lawn does not tolerate salt well. 

• The busier your road is, the more salt will be 
applied. 
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• Drip must have a pressure reducer and filter

• Retrofit your heads for drip

• Cap all other heads that aren’t retrofitted

• Make sure your existing trees get enough 
water!

Watering trees

Filter and pressure reducer

Retrofitting heads

Drip irrigation valve
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• Tips and techniques to keeping your park strip 
low maintenance and beautiful throughout the 
year!



Established watering



Maintenance mistakes 



1. Water with drip irrigation

2. Apply 3-4” of mulch

3. Avoid soil compaction

4. Minimize soil disruption

5. Use herbicides only AFTER trying the first 
four steps

*Real results from past class participant





Soul dancer daisy
Hymenoxys acaulis



Chocolate flower
Berlandiera lyrata



Penstemon species
Penstemon spp.



Silver Edged Horehound
Marrubium rotundifilium



Blonde Ambition Blue 
Grama Grass
Bouteloua gracilis ‘Blonde Ambition’



Fire Chalice
Zauschneria californica



Hummingbird Mint
Agastache spp.



Catmint
Nepeta spp.



Blue Oat Grass
Helictotrichon sempervirens





Sedge
Carex spp.



Kinnikinnik
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi



Dead Nettle
Lamium spp.



Hardy Geranium
Geranium spp.



Plumbago
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides





Golden candle golden rain tree
Koelreuteria paniculata



City Sprite® Zelkova
Zelkova serrata CITY SPRITE



Ivory Silk Lilac
Syringa reticulata 



Spring Snow Crabapple
Malus x ‘Spring Snow’
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NEWLY PLANTED 1-2 YEARS LATER
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