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How to Create a Base map

Localscapes Design

« Central Open Shapes
« (Gathering Areas
Activity Zones
Paths
Planting Beds

Plant Selection Basics
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Base Maps

An accurate base map is key to good
design.

 Base maps should:
» Be drawn to scale
» Show existing hardscape
 Show existing trees & shrubs
« Show any permanent objects
 Help you avoid mistakes!
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Developing a Base Map

Option A:
Obtain a base map from your builder or
city.

« Easiest
» May not be 100% accurate

Option B:
Create your own.

» Tape measure
* Measuring Wheel

» Google Maps
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Base Map video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYkYkonjqos

How to use Google Maps
to create a Landscape Base Map
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Site Analysis

* Good and bad views
* Wind

 Sun vs. Shade

* Soil conditions

* Slopes

Prevailing
Winter Winds

&

Summer
Breeze

Ve

Existing
Patio

Residence

Bad
View

Ve

Near
House
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Perform a Needs
Assessment

Site Concerns

 Existing patio is old and small
 Lack of privacy

» Wasted space

» Noisy areas

Wish List

« Space for shade garden

« Covered storage area (Activity Zone)
 Play space (Activity Zone)

* Fire pit (Gathering Area)

 Larger patio (Gathering Area)

N
&
Nosy

neigbors!

small for
family.

There is no
reason to be in
the front yard.

Unfriendly space.

Patio too

Side yard is
just a pass

through-
wasted

Need active
playspace for
grandkids
& dog.

Huge
RV! d

space.

No
covered
storage.

N

Plants struggle
in this location.




# Finished Base Map

 Drawn to scale
o 11" x 17" sheet of paper
e North arrow

« All existing hardscape areas and
mature trees
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Central Open Shape Locations

)

Rectangular Lot Odd-Shaped Lot




*Real results from past
" class participant
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Contrasting and Permanent Materials

Central
Open
Shape

results from*past :
participant &
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Central Open Shape Materials- Hardscape

Central
Open
Shape

Artificial Turf




Ry
e




o

3 X 2o
Py des

£




Local v

Localscapen.com

Central Open Shape Materials- Living

Central
Open
Shape

- Lawn
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el Living Materials- Groundcover

Central
Open
Shape

Turkish
Veronica

Gamvny '\ Part-Shade
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Creeping
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iy Lawn Varieties- Cool Season

Central
Open
Shape

BioBlue BioMeadow
Fine

Fescue
Mix

Kentucky

Bluegrass Bluegrass
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°°°°°°°° 7 Lawn Varieties- Warm Season

Central
Open
Shape

Blue Grama

Buffalo Grass Dog Tuff




Overhead Sprinkler Overview

Central
Open
Shape

Spray Headsi%  *

Rotors

ShtartiContralte _
Rotary Nozzle :
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Use One Type of Head Per Zone

Localscapes.com
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Central
Open
Shape

Squares & Ovals &
rectangles

are most
efficient

gentle curves
are Ok too

= o I / /[ i ”(V“,, p - » *
*Réal results from past A A A G Real reSl_J|’{S from past . -
Classfpéﬁtgparﬂ R class participant
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Small Lot Considerations

Small
Backyard
SN
~_  Awkwardly
« :
small side
yards

Should you have
lawn? Could you use
a different material
for a central open
shape?

How could you use
the space to fit your
wants and needs?



Lawn as a path | Odd bits of
Lawn in the lawn

/ park strip  » I
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Central
Open
Shape

Marking
Paint

Lawn Removal

Step 1:

Mark the lawn area to be
removed

Garden
Hose




Sheet
Mulching

Central
Open
Shape

Lawn Removal
Step 2: Sheeting
Kill the marked lawn

Lawn must be dead down to the
roots or lawn will grow back.

This process can take several
weeks




Lawn Removal
Step 3:
Remove the dead lawn
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Questions?

Utah 00 Apply for other water-saving rebates at:
Shvors UtahWaterSavers.com
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Gathering Areas,
Activity Zones & Paths
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Needs
Assessment

Assess your landscape needs
before determining size, type
and placement for Gathering
Areas, Activity Zones and
Paths.

D

&
Nosy

neigbors!

Patio too
small for
family.

Side yard is
just a pass
through-
wasted
space.

There is no

Need active
playspace for
grandkids
& dog.

reason to be in
the front yard.

Unfriendly space.

&

Plants struggle
in this location.

Huge 4
RV! d

No
covered
storage.




Gathering

Areas




Patios

Informal seating areas
Covered seating
Decks

Gazebos

Fire pits

*Real results ffom past
class participant




Purpose

Sun exposure
Trees in the area
Privacy

Noise

glass, partlélpant
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Localycapher

Localscapen.com /4

Gathering
Area Materials

Elagstone

Pavets
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US Aggregates > Aggregate Calculator

Length *

Width *

Depth *

Aggregate

Sand/Gravel

Estimated Tons Needed

0

Aggregate Calculator

feet
feet

fnches

Click the button below for exact quantity, type of material, and cost (including delivery).
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Types of Activity Zones

Activity
Zones

Vegetable gardens
Children’s play area
Storage

Sport courts

Trampoline
Hot tub
Dog run

Other active recreation
areas
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Loc

Sun exposure
* Space requirements

 Attractiveness
 Purpose

Activity
Zones

* Need for monitoring
activity from indoors



Not Localized
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Activity
Zones
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Rewards Requirement

Activity
Zones
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Primary e N Secondary Path

Path
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@ Primary Path Materials

Stamped
Concrete




Localicapes :
Secondary Path Materials

Flagstone




Path Installation

Soil
Removal
Top Layer Remove
2-3" of gravel existing soi
chip, chat or
mulch
Base Edge
Landscape Metal edging to

fabric/weed barrier contain gravel

fabric
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Best
Practice

Edging

Edging is a nice way
{o separate special
use zones
throughout the
landscape

*Realesults from past
- Class patticipant
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Questions?

Utah 00 Apply for other water-saving rebates at:
Shvors UtahWaterSavers.com
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‘ Planting

Mulch Materials

Brbwn Shredded
Mulch S
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Planting
Beds

Drip Irrigation Overview

* Allows water to flow slowly to
plant roots

* Very little water is wasted from
evaporation or wind

 Helps with weed control
« Easier to install and change
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Planting
‘ Beds

Drip Irrigation Types

Point
Source

In-Line
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Drip Irrigation Considerations

‘O N Choose drip irrigation that supports your plant density preference

MEDIUM
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Filter/Pressure Reducer

Planting
Beds

Pressure

Reducer







Inline Drip Irrigation Materials

Planting
Beds
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Planting
Beds

Drip emitters are built directly
Into the lines

Water planting beds evenly

Installed on the surface of the
soil under a layer of mulch

Easy maintenance




Loca

Best
Practice

To ensure trees get
plenty of water, loop
inline drip in at least

two rings around the
trunk.
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Point Source Drip Irrigation Materials

Planting
Beds

Blahk?Tubi’ng Po —gi
— #  Rloing”




Drip emitters are attached to the main line
with distribution tubing

Emitter waters individual plants

Installed on the surface of the soil under a
layer of mulch

Best for maximum weed control




Ensure that you have at least 5
gallons of water per hour to each
tree

More emitters will have to be
added as plants mature

Trees take the longest to
establish their root system so be
sure to periodically give them
extra water during the first two
years




Planting
Beds

Drip Using
Secondary
Water
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Plant Materials

Shgﬂbs

R ool &Y
% I".:‘;"- Wy
1S

4 -\ '

BN o e PN o L

2 P,e,ré D'@




re

:;’."4""""
"Real results from past
class participant




Planting
Beds

Provide shade
Block unwanted views

Provide multi-season
interest

Can act as a focal point
Can be energy efficient!

Weeping
White Spruce

‘Green Vase’
Zelkova
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‘Sea of Gold’ ‘Diablo’
Juniper _ o Ninebark

Low-maintenance color
Privacy

Provide multi-season
interest

Backbone plant of any
good design




Shrubs can be used

to define a space by
creating a living
fence
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Planting
Beds

Alkali
Sacaton

* Provide movement and
sound

* Add light and texture
* Provide winter interest
e Habitat for birds




Trees, shrubs, and

ornamental grasses
can be used to add
height and create
privacy




Provide bursts of color
Grow year after year

Bloom at different times of
the year |

Habitat for pollinators
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Planting
Beds

. | Creeping
The carpet of the landscape % 3 LI Thyme Mix
Living mulch TR
No need to mow

."$
\ o

Outcompete most weeds
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Planting
Beds

Allium

Tulips (late spring-

(early spring) | summer)

Waterwise
Provide early spring color

A mix of bulbs provides
color spring through fall

Low maintenance
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Best Practice

Planting Times ﬂ

* Thisis the best time to plant- great g« 8=
for establishing plants! o
«  Smaller selection =3 ‘

Spring
* Also a good time to plant.
« Selection is much greater

Summer

» Plants will struggle to develop a
root system and establishment will
be harder to achieve.
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Planting
Beds

Tree Planting

* Too high is better than too deep
 Don't cover the trunk flare
« Remove burlap and cage
« Staking is not always necessary

1. Call Before You Dig - Several days
before planting, call the national 811 hotline
to have underground utilities located.

2. Handle with Care - Always lift tree by
the root ball. Keep roots moist until planting.

3. Digging a Proper Hole - Dig 210 5
times wider than the diameter of the root
ball with sloping sides to allow for proper
root growth.

4. Planting Depth - The trunk flare should
sit slightly above ground level and the top-
most roots should be buried 1 to 2 inches,

5. Filling the Hole - Backfill with native
soil unless it's all clay. Tamp in soil gently to
fill large air spaces.

6. Mulch - Allow 1 to 2 inch clearance
between the trunk and the mulch. Mulch
should be 2 to 3 inches deep.

For more tree-planting tips and information,

visit arborday.org.

Source: @Arbor Day Foundation®

90075201




Watering
| “Eeds Established Plants

* Plants with an established root system
should be watered using drip irrigation

* Drip Irrigation needs its own zone because
It runs longer than pop up heads

Clay Soil:
Water once a week for 60 minutes

Sandy Soil:
Water two days a week for 30 minutes.
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Watering Guide

General Watering Guide for Central/Northern Utah

Clay Sandy Clay Sandy
When?  How Often? e dlleull How Long? Soil Soil

0 m 4 P
Mother's Day nee 7evcry cesmy Dr 1P. (Recommended)
{start watering) days days

Once every COnoe every
Father's Day 4 3
days days

Mother’s Day

(start watering)

If you currently have spray irrigation in your

Onceevery | Oncmevery
7 5
days days

planter beds, we recommend switching to drip.

Drip irrigation in planting bads dramatically
Use the*cycle and scak” method for lawn. Seteach reduces weeds while saving water.
Columbus Day  St°P v::: g"g

zone for hatf the time needad, run all zones, then run
each station a second time. This minimizes water runoff

GARDEN www.ConservationGardenPark.org Rebatesfor water efficiency available at WU'C’h
M  Weather conditions may Impact your watering nesds. wahwatersaverscom <\ C1CL o



Know your plants

Planting
Beds

'*“if”j’*'/ “‘“ﬁ”ff"”
Where to look: ot o [
« www.conservationgardenpark.org A RSP '
» Google L5 M
 Check all plant tags before you buy a
plant
What to look for:
 Size
* Light requirements
* Perennial vs. annual Buy plants by botanical name, not the

* Hardiness zone common name.


http://www.conservationgardenpark.org/
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B Planting
, Beds

What is a microclimate?

Location Affects Plants

* A microclimate is when the climate
of a small area is different from
the area around it

e Some areas of your yard may be
warmer or colder, wetter or drier,
or less prone to frosts

 Microclimates are very prevalent
in side yards and near foundations



Planting
Beds

Full-sun plants:

Areas facing south
and west are the
best place for heat-
loving plants.

Masonry walls
retain heat

e ———————.
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Planting
Beds

Part-sun plants:

 Require 6 hours of
sun or less

» East side walls are a
great place for these

plants. There is
sunlight for half of
the day, but the sun

is far less intense
Morning Sun is
less intense
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Questions?

Utah 00 Apply for other water-saving rebates at:
Shvors UtahWaterSavers.com




Landscape for where you live.

www.Localscapes.com



