
PERENNIALS
BY DESIGN



PERENNIALS
• Come back year 

after year.

• Typically die back in 
the fall/winter.

• Come in a variety of 
colors and textures

• Typically use much 
less water than 
annuals and lawn

ANNUALS
• Do NOT come back 

year to year

• Most will die back 
once fall comes. 
Some annuals are 
more cold hardy. EX: 
Pansies and 
Ornamental cabbage

• Typically need 
watering at least 
every other day in 
the ground

• Do very well in 
containers

BIEANNUALS
• Flower every other 

year

• Die back for 
fall/winter

• Will return in spring 
with either only 
foliage or foliage and 
flowers.



PICKING PERFECT PERENNIALS
• Choose a style

• Check for insects

• Figure out your USDA hardiness Zone

• Read the plant tags

• Stagger bloom times



CHOOSE A STYLE

MODERN MEDITERRANEAN NATIVE/ LOW WATER ENGLISH SHADE



CHECK FOR 
INSECTS OR 
DISEASES



FIGURE OUT YOUR HARDINESS ZONE



READ THE PLANT TAGS



STAGGER BLOOM TIMES

PENSTEMON
SPRING

LUPINE
SPRING

PHLOX
SPRING

SEDUM
FALL

ECHINACEA
SUMMER

RUDBECKIA
SUMMER



STYLES
• English garden

• cottage gardens 

• Low water/ natives

• Pollinator

• Shade



ENGLISH GARDENS



Delphinium

LARKSPUR

‘Red Lark’ ‘Blue Butterfly’

‘Sky Blue’

‘Dark blue and White’‘White Guardian’‘Guardian Blue’



Delphinium
LARKSPUR

• Zone: 3-7

• Height: 1.5-5’

• Spread: 1-3’

• Bloom time: May to June

• Bloom: Shades of blue and white

• Sun: Full sun to part shade

• Water: Medium

‘Red Lark’ ‘Blue Butterfly’

‘Sky Blue’

‘Dark blue and White’‘White Guardian’‘Guardian Blue’



Digitalis purpurea

FOXGLOVE
• Zone: 4-8

• Height: 2-5’

• Spread: 1-2.5’

• Bloom time: May to June

• Bloom: Pastel shades of red, cream, 
purple, pink, yellow, and white

• Sun: Full sun to part shade

• Water: Medium



‘Sarah Berhardt’

Itoh ‘Cora Louise’

‘Festiva Maxima’ ‘Coral Charm’ ‘Red Charm’

‘Raspberry Sundae’Itoh ‘Bartzella’

Paeonia

PEONY



‘Sarah Berhardt’

Itoh ‘Cora Louise’

‘Festiva Maxima’ ‘Coral Charm’ ‘Red Charm’

‘Raspberry Sundae’Itoh ‘Bartzella’

Paeonia
PEONY

• Zone: 4-8

• Height: 2-4’

• Spread: 2-3’

• Bloom time: May

• Bloom: Pink, Magenta, Red, 
Coral, Yellow, White, Purple, 
Mix

• Sun: Full sun 

• Water: Medium



Papaver 
POPPIES

‘Perry’s White’

Orientale ‘Coral Reef’

‘Pink Ruffles’

Icelandic mix



Papaver 

POPPIES
• Zone: 3-7

• Height: 2-3’

• Spread: 1.5-2’

• Bloom time: June to July

• Bloom: Red/orange, Pink, Coral, 
Orange, Yellow, White 

• Sun: Full sun 

• Water: Dry to Medium

‘Perry’s White’

Orientale ‘Coral Reef’

‘Pink Ruffles’

Icelandic mix



‘Ooh la la’

‘Becky’

‘Luna’

‘Snow Cap’

‘Banana Cream’

Leucanthemum 

SHASTA DAISY



‘Ooh la la’

‘Becky’

‘Luna’

‘Snow Cap’

‘Banana Cream’

Leucanthemum 

SHASTA DAISY
• Zone: 5-9

• Height: 1-3’

• Spread: 1-2’

• Bloom time: June to July

• Bloom: White, Cream, Light 
yellow

• Sun: Full sun 

• Water: Dry to Medium



‘Pow Wow’purpurea

‘Raspberry 
Double Scoop’

‘Cheyenne 
Spirit’‘Green Jewel’

‘Mac & Cheese’

‘Sombero
Salsa Red’

Echinacea 
CONEFLOWER



‘Pow Wow’purpurea

‘Raspberry 
Double Scoop’

‘Cheyenne 
Spirit’‘Green Jewel’

‘Mac & Cheese’

‘Sombero
Salsa Red’

Echinacea 
CONEFLOWER

• Zone: 3-8

• Height: 2-4’

• Spread: 1.5-2’

• Bloom time: June to August

• Bloom: Pink, purple, orange, 
white, green, red, yellow

• Sun: Full sun

• Water: Dry to medium 



Rudbeckia

BLACK-EYED SUSAN

‘Goldstrum’ ‘Little Goldstar’

‘Chocolate Orange’‘Cherry Brandy’



Rudbeckia
BLACK-EYED SUSAN

• Zone: 3-9

• Height: 1-3’

• Spread: 2-4’

• Bloom time: July to September

• Bloom: Yellow, Red, Orange

• Sun: Full sun 

• Water: Dry to medium

‘Goldstrum’ ‘Little Goldstar’

‘Chocolate Orange’‘Cherry Brandy’



‘September Ruby’ ‘Moench’

‘October Skies’‘Purple Dome’

Aster

ASTER



‘September Ruby’ ‘Moench’

‘October Skies’‘Purple Dome’

Aster
ASTER

• Zone: 3-7

• Height: 1-3’

• Spread: 2-4’

• Bloom time: Fall

• Bloom: Pink, Purple, White

• Sun: Full sun 

• Water: Dry to medium



NATIVE/ WATERWISE 
GARDENS



‘Husker Red’ ‘Mersea Yellow’

eatonii‘Rocky Mountain’‘Red Rocks’

Penstemon

Beardtongue



‘Husker Red’ ‘Mersea Yellow’

eatonii‘Rocky Mountain’‘Red Rocks’

Penstemon
Beardtongue

• Zone: 3-9

• Height: 1.5-4’

• Spread: 1.5-3’

• Bloom time: Mid Spring-Mid 
summer

• Bloom: Red, Yellow, Pink, 
Purple,Blue

• Sun: Full sun

• Water: Dry to medium



Linum lewisii
WESTEN BLUE FLAX

• Zone: 3-9

• Height: 1.5-2.5’

• Spread: 1.5’

• Bloom time: March to June

• Bloom: Blue

• Sun: Full sun

• Water: Dry to medium



Hymenoxys
SUNDANCER DAISY

• Zone: 5-10
• Height: 1.5’
• Spread: 1.5’
• Bloom time: April to Sept.
• Bloom: Yellow
• Sun: Full sun
• Water: Dry to medium
• 800-803-2523



Nepeta
CATMINT

• Zone: 4-8

• Height: 1-2.5’

• Spread: 1-3’

• Bloom time: April to Sept.

• Bloom: Light purple

• Sun: Full sun to part shade

• Water: Dry to medium



Yucca

YUCCA

baccata elata

‘varigata’

‘Color Guard’



Yucca
YUCCA

• Zone: 5-10

• Height: 
• 2-6’ Foliage
• 6-12’ With Flower

• Spread: 2-3’

• Bloom time: June to July

• Bloom: White and Light Yellow

• Sun: Full sun 

• Water: Dry to medium

baccata elata

‘varigata’

‘Color Guard’



Achillea

YARROW

‘Moonshine’

‘Summerwine’ ‘Paprika’

‘Terra Cotta’



Achillea
YARROW

• Zone: 3-9

• Height: 1-3’

• Spread: 1-2.5’

• Bloom time: June to Sept.

• Bloom: Red, yellow, white, 
pink

• Sun: Full sun

• Water: Dry to medium

‘Moonshine’

‘Summerwine’ ‘Paprika’

‘Terra Cotta’



Asclepias tuberosa
BUTTERFLY WEED

• Zone: 3-9

• Height: 1-2.5’

• Spread: 1-1.5’

• Bloom time: June to August

• Bloom: Orange 

• Sun: Full sun

• Water: Dry to medium



Agastache
HUMMINGBIRD 
MINT/ HYSSOP ‘Blue Boa’

‘Cana’

‘Mango Tango’
‘Sunset Hyssop’

‘Kudos Gold’



Agastache
HUMMINGBIRD MINT/ 

HYSSOP
• Zone: 5-10

• Height: 1-4’

• Spread: 1-3’

• Bloom time: June- Sept.

• Bloom: Pink, purple, coral, 
orange, yellow

• Sun: Full sun

• Water: Dry to medium

‘Blue Boa’

‘Cana’

‘Mango Tango’

‘Sunset Hyssop’ ‘Kudos Gold’



Gaillardia

BLANKET FLOWER

‘Arizona Sun’

‘Mesa Red’

‘Arizona Apricot’

‘Arizona Red’



Gaillardia
BLANKET FLOWER

• Zone: 3-10

• Height: 0.5-3’

• Spread: 1-2’

• Bloom time: June to Sept.

• Bloom: Yellow, red, orange, mix

• Sun: Full sun

• Water: Dry to Medium

‘Arizona Sun’

‘Mesa Red’

‘Arizona Apricot’

‘Arizona Red’



Gaura

WHIRLING 
BUTTERFLIES

‘White’

‘Sparkle White’

‘Pink Cloud’

‘Siskiyou Pink’



Gaura
WHIRLING 

BUTTERFLIES

• Zone: 5-8

• Height: 1-4’

• Spread: 1-4’

• Bloom time: June to Sept.

• Bloom: Pink, Light pink, White

• Water: Dry to Medium

‘White’

‘Sparkle White’

‘Pink Cloud’

‘Siskiyou Pink’



‘Wasatch Fire’

‘Woody’s Peach Surprise’

‘Orange Carpet’

Zauschernia

CREEPING 
HUMMINGBIRD 

TRUMPET



‘Wasatch Fire’

‘Woody’s Peach Surprise’

‘Orange Carpet’

Zauschernia
CREEPING 

HUMMINGBIRD 
TRUMPET

• Zone: 5-9

• Height: 0.25-0.5’

• Spread: 1-1.5’

• Bloom time: July to Sept.

• Bloom: Red, orange, pink

• Sun: Full sun

• Water: Dry



POLLINATOR GARDENS



Zauschernia

Gaillardia 

Coneflower Yarrow 

Butterfly weed 

Salvia



SHADE GARDENS



Dryopteris erythrosora
‘Autumn Brilliance’ Athyrium ‘Ghost’ Fern

Dryopteris filux-mas

FERNS

Athyrium nipponicum
‘Pictum’

Athyrium felix-forma 
‘Lady in Red’



Dryopteris erythrosora
‘Autumn Brilliance’ Athyrium ‘Ghost’ Fern

Dryopteris filux-mas

FERNS
• Zone: 3-8

• Height: 1-3’

• Spread: 1.5-2’

• Foliage: Dark green, Light 
green, Copper, Silver, 
Purple/silver

• Foliage time: Late Spring

• Sun: Part to Full Shade 

• Water: Medium

Athyrium nipponicum
‘Pictum’

Athyrium felix-forma 
‘Lady in Red’



Dicentra spectabilis

BLEEDING HEART

‘Alba’

‘Valentine’ ‘Gold Heart’

Species



Dicentra spectabilis

BLEEDING HEART
• Zone: 3-9

• Height: 2-3’

• Spread: 1.5-3’

• Bloom time: April to May

• Bloom: Pink, White, Red

• Sun: Part shade-Full Shade 

• Water: Medium

‘Alba’

‘Valentine’ ‘Gold Heart’

Species



‘Origami Mix’

‘Blue and White’ ‘Little Lanterns’

‘Denver Gold’

‘Remembrance’

‘Biedermeier Pink’

Columbine
Aquilegia



‘Origami Mix’

‘Blue and White’ ‘Little Lanterns’

‘Denver Gold’

‘Remembrance’

‘Biedermeier Pink’

Columbine

Aquilegia
• Zone: 3-9

• Height: 1-3’

• Spread: 1-2’

• Bloom time: April to May

• Bloom: Pink, white, purple, 
blue, red, yellow, mix

• Sun: Part shade to full sun

• Water: Medium



Brunnera
macrophylla

BUGLOSS

‘Jack Frost’

‘Queen of Hearts

‘Langtrees’



Brunnera
macrophylla

BUGLOSS
• Zone: 3-8

• Height: 1-1.5’

• Spread: 1-1.5’

• Bloom time: April to May

• Bloom: Blue

• Sun: Part shade 

• Water: Medium

‘Jack Frost’

‘Queen of Hearts

‘Langtrees’



Alchemilla mollis

LADY’S MANTLE
• Zone: 3-8

• Height: 1-1.5’

• Spread: 1.5-2.5’

• Bloom time: June

• Bloom: Yellow

• Sun: Part shade to full sun

• Water: Medium



Astilbe
FALSE SPIREA

‘Pink’

‘Happy Spirit’

‘Visions’

‘Montgomery’ ‘Peach Blossom’



Astilbe
FALSE SPIREA

• Zone: 4-8

• Height: 1-3’

• Spread: 1-2’

• Bloom time: June-August

• Bloom: Pink, light pink, 
purple, white, cream, red, 
coral

• Fun: Full to part shade 

• Water: Medium

‘Pink’

‘Happy Spirit’

‘Visions’

‘Montgomery’ ‘Peach Blossom’



‘June’

‘Empress Wu’

‘Big Daddy’

‘Patriot’

Hosta

HOSTA



‘June’

‘Empress Wu’

‘Big Daddy’

‘Patriot’

Hosta

HOSTA
• Zone: 3-8

• Height: 1-5’

• Spread: 1-6’

• Bloom time: July to August

• Bloom: Light purple or white

• Sun: Full to part shade

• Water: Medium



‘Peachberry Ice’ ‘Obsidian’ ‘Forever Red’

‘Spearmint’

Dolce ‘Wildberry’

‘Lime marmalade’

‘Apple Twist’

Heuchera

CORAL BELLS



‘Peachberry Ice’ ‘Obsidian’ ‘Forever Red’

‘Spearmint’ Dolce ‘Wildberry’

‘Lime marmalade’

‘Apple Twist’

Heuchera
CORAL BELLS

• Zone: 4-9

• Height: 1-2’

• Spread: 1-1.5’

• Bloom time: June to July

• Bloom: Cream, pink, coral, red

• Foliage: Purple, Red, Green, 
Yellow, Dark Purple, Orange, 
Mixture

• Sun: Part shade to part sun

• Water: Medium



Ligularia
LEOPARD PLANT

‘Bbq banana’

‘Bottle Rocket’

‘Britt Marie Crawford’



Ligularia

LEOPARD PLANT
• Zone: 4-8

• Height: 2-4’

• Spread: 2-3’

• Bloom time: July- August

• Bloom: Yellow

• Sun: Part shade to full shade

• Water: Medium to high

‘Bbq banana’

‘Bottle Rocket’

‘Britt Marie Crawford’



SPRING MAINTENANCE
• Fertilizing is a good idea

• Spring cleanup

• Stay on top of the weeds!
• Applying pre-emergent may help
• Watering with drip will help prevent weed 

growth

• 2nd best time to plant

• Make sure your irrigation is working



SUMMER MAINTENANCE
• Deadhead to encourage more blooms

• Stay on top of the weeds! 
• Could potentially re-apply a pre-

emergent.

• Make sure you don’t apply in the heat of 
the day! Early morning before the wind 
picks up is best

• Not the best time to plant



FALL MAINTENANCE
• Cut back and clean up plants as they 

die back to the ground
• A few exceptions

• Stay on top of the weeds! 


