
Localscapes University
Gathering Areas,

Activity Zones & Paths



Completed Central Open Shape



Completed Central Open Shape



Assess your landscape needs 

before determining size, type 

and placement for Gathering 

Areas, Activity Zones and 

Paths.

Creating 
Functional 
Spaces



Gathering
Areas



Gathering Areas

Special spaces 

designed for relaxation 

or socializing



Types of Gathering Areas

• Patios

• Informal seating areas

• Covered seating

• Decks

• Gazebos

• Fire pits



Location Considerations

• Purpose

• Sun exposure

• Trees in the area

• Privacy

• Noise



Front 
Yard

Main 
Patio

Bonus 
Patio

Location Ideas



Material Considerations

• DIY vs. contractor 
installation

• Usage frequency

• Availability

• Budget



Gathering area: materials

Best Practice:

Reserve gravel, 

flagstone and 

loose materials 

for informal 

areas.



Gathering Area Materials

Use flat, even 

surfaces to pull 

chairs in and out

Best 
Practice



Gathering 
Area 
Materials

Pavers

Flagstone

Stamped 
Concrete

Flagstone 
chips
Flagstone
Chips

Stamped 
Concrete PaversFlagstoneFlagstone

ConcreteConcrete





Private 

Seating 

Area

Patio

Gathering Areas



Activity
Zones



Activity Zones

Designed spaces for 

outdoor work and 

play



Types of Activity Zones

• Vegetable gardens

• Children’s play area

• Storage

• Sport courts

• Trampoline

• Hot tub

• Dog run

• Other active recreation 
areas



Activity zone considerations

Consider:

• Sun exposure

• Space requirements 

• Attractiveness

• Purpose

• Need to monitor 

activity from indoors

• Ground surfacing

• Budget



Location Considerations

• Sun exposure

• Space requirements

• Attractiveness

• Purpose

• Need for monitoring 
activity from indoors



Activity Zones 

reduce 

maintenance



Activity 
Zone 
Surface 
Materials:Sand

Bark MulchBark MulchGravel

Sand

Gravel



Vegetable Garden Watering

Water gardens 

with drip 

irrigation on their 

own valve

Best 
Practice



Children’s play 

space is easily 

converted to a 

Gathering Area

Adaptability



Children’s play area:

playground bark surfacing

Vegetable garden:

raised beds on bark mulch

Back Yard Activity Zones 











Paths



Paths

Paths connect 

landscape elements 

and allow for easier 

navigation



Path Locations



Secondary 
Path

Primary and Secondary Paths 

Primary
Path



Primary Path Materials

Concrete Pavers Stamped 
Concrete Brick



Bark Chat or 
Chips

Gravel Flagstone

Secondary Path Materials



Top

Top Layer
2-3” of gravel, 

chip, chat or 

mulch

Base

Base
Landscape 

fabric/weed barrier 

fabric

Edge

Edge
Metal edging to 

contain gravel

Path Installation

Soil 
Removal
Remove 

existing soil 
Prep



Edging is a nice way 

to separate special 

use zones 

throughout the 

landscape

Edging
Best 

Practice



Connect with Paths



Back Yard Paths



Questions? 




